
                        
 
9 September 2004 
 
Kittitas County Community 
411 North Ruby Suite 2 
Ellensburg, Washington  
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While we appreciate the ready access we have had to the public and private lands 
around Whiskey Dick Mountain and recognize that this is not pristine habitat, we 
would like to see measures adopted to address the concerns stated above.  In 
particular, require the adoption of the measures we have suggested (or equivalent) 
for controlling the introduction and spread of weeds during construction and operation 
of the facilities.  We are less certain of what would be effective measures to reduce 
the risk of poaching of the cactus without significantly interfering with public access to 
these marvelous public lands, but do ask you to consider reasonable measures to 
protect a species which has been stripped from many areas already.   There are 
small electronic devices (PIT tags, passive integrated transponders: capsules about 
the size of a grain of wild rice) which are used by the fisheries programs to uniquely 
identify individual juvenile salmon.  There are also small, marked pieces of wire 
(coded wire tags), which are used to mark populations of fish (e.g. which hatchery 
they were raised in).  If either of these were embedded in the cactus, they would 
allow identification of stolen plants - once they have been located and identified as 
probably stolen.  Knowledge that the population had been tagged might serve to 
deter theft.   
 
If we can be of any assistance in reviewing proposals to address these issues, 
consulting with people interested in implementing our suggestions or otherwise 
helping to improve the protection of our natural heritage, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Phelps Freeborn 
President 
Central Washington Chapter 
Washington Native Plant Society  
3409 Taylor Way 
Yakima, Washington   98902  
(509) 454-0871 H (leave a message if I am not there)  


